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SERVING UP A MURDER! - PLAYING THE GAME

Welcome and thank you for taking part in what is sure to be an exciting and memorable party, a Murder
Mystery Party! This introduction will help explain the way the game will work. If you have any questions,
please ask whoever is hosting your party. The game does not have much of a set script and so relies on how
much you get involved, improvise and play your character. Each character has a different personality so do not
be embarrassed to act out your character, the more you do, the more fun you will have.

As you arrive, you will be given £200 in fake money, a nhame tag and a notepad and pen. You can get into
character at this point but do not reveal anything from this character pack. Once everyone has arrived, the
host will call each guest to another room one at a time. They will show you one of three cards. You will be
shown either the “Innocent” card, which means you had nothing to do with the murder, the “Guilty” card,
which means that you are the murderer or you may be shown the “Victim” card which means they are the one
who will be murdered! Do not tell anyone what card you were shown. The host can choose anyone to be the
murderer and victim, so if you have played this particular game before, it will not necessarily be the same
characters involved. If you pick the Victim card, the host will speak to you at some point throughout the party
and tell you what to do. Don’t worry, you still get a chance to solve the murder, you just switch characters and
come back as a police detective!

To start the main part of the game, the host will ask each guest to introduce themselves to the rest of the
group, using your “Character Introduction”. You will then mingle with each other whilst having a drink and
something to eat and read out your conversation starters. You should treat the conversation starters as their
name suggests and use them to start a conversation with a small group of guests. You should not read them
out in front of everyone at once, but everyone should hear your conversation starters at some point. Itis up to
guests to involve themselves in other peoples conversations. Do not be afraid to eavesdrop as you may pick up
on valuable information! When mingling, you should use the entire venue so that you are not all in one room
when statements are being given out. Remember that your characters personality should be adhered to at all
times and act appropriately to whatever may happen. Some characters may not like you eavesdropping on
their conversations whilst others may try to mislead you and some may ignore you completely! Above all,
remember, no murder has been committed yet.

At the host’s discretion, you will be called together and informed that a murder has taken place. You will be
given details of who, when, where and how. It is then your job to work out who did it and why. The guest who
was playing the victim will now return as a police detective to help solve the case. To add a bit more fun to the
night, everyone will also have a secret task to carry out, which is detailed later in the character packs. These
tasks are not essential to solving the murder but they can and probably will confuse others and will add extra
fun to the party.

After the revelation of the murder, you will mingle for a second time. Again, it is important that you use the
entire venue so that you are not all in one room. This time you can ask questions of each other relating to the
murder. If you are asked a question and know the answer from your own characters secret information, you
must reveal it. If you know the answer from what someone else has told you, then it is your choice as to
whether you want to reveal the answer or not. You need to consider your characters personality, how well you
get on with the person asking the question and anything you may want from them in return. You cannot lie
unless it says so in your characters personality profile, however you do not have to tell people the whole truth
unless they specifically ask! You should make others work hard for the information, after all, you can
guarantee that they are doing the same to you! If your character personality allows, feel free to get into
arguments and start shouting with other guests during this time. Arguments are recommended as it adds more
realism to the game. Remember, always stick to your personality profile and don't do anything out of
character!

After a while the host will call everyone together and reveal more information surrounding the murder. They
will also ask everyone to call out the name of who they think the murderer is but not to give a reason. If you
wish, you can make a false accusation to throw others of the scent. You may not want to give too much away
just yet! Going by your characters personality, if you are accused, you may get angry, happy, sad, etc. You
also need to be careful as other guests may end up being very uncooperative if you accuse them of murder!
After that, mingling again takes place for a while longer and more questions can be asked.

When the host feels like the evening is starting to come to an end, they will call everyone together for the last
time. They will hand out suspect sheets on which everyone writes who they think is the murderer and why.
While these are being collected in, the host will ask everyone to stand up in turn and read out their secret task
and how they got on with it. The host will then ask everyone to stand up again and make their accusations. At
this point, remember to stay in character and act shocked, surprised or angry, etc. if your name is read out.
The host will now reveal the truth surrounding the murder and reveal the real killer! The host will then give a
confession to the murderer to read out.



SERVING UP A MURDER!

The characters and stories in this murder mystery are entirely fictional. Any similarities to actual people or events are purely accidental
and not intentional.

INTRODUCTION

A young entrepreneur, Ralph Mendez, had been trying to get into big time business for many years and was
finally ready to unveil his first state of the art restaurant, which he hoped would catapult him onto bigger and
better challenges. Set on three floors, Restauranta Mendez was capable of seating up to 300 guests. It had
four large banqueting suites on the top floor, a bar area on the ground and first floor, a large, beautiful garden
area and a comfortable reception area. The restaurant had been fully booked for the grand opening the
following night and members of the press and several celebrities were planned to be there. Ralph had invited
his friends and family along on the night before the grand opening, to enjoy the restaurant in all its glory. Also
there were the head chef and a cleaner. The meal itself was a seemingly huge success and everyone appeared
to be impressed at what Ralph had achieved. However, later that night, a call came through to the local police
station, a body had been found at Restauranta Mendez and it appeared to be murder! The police were on the
scene within minutes. They sealed the restaurant and held the occupants, pending the arrival of the famous
police office, Detective Inspector Sammer. What guilty secrets are people hiding, who would resort to murder
to keep those secrets hidden and most importantly, can Detective Sammer bring yet another killer to justice?
All will be revealed in “Serving Up A Murder!”.

HINTS & TIPS

¢ Everything can be a potential clue, do not overlook anything and take nothing for granted.

e Not all secrets will lead to the murders identity, but some secrets can be important for blackmail
purposes or exchanging with other guests.

¢ Everyone knows something but you need to find ways of making them talk

¢ Anything goes, friendship, bribery, blackmail, threats, deceit and even violence (pretend violence of
course!)

e If you withhold to much information, others may not give you any of theirs either

e You may want to try teaming up with another guest to solve the murder as long as you can trust them!

® Remember that the murder is only one of the tasks for you to do, you will also have a secret task to
complete

e Above all, remain in character at all times and enjoy yourself!

YOUR CHARACTER IS - RALPH MENDEZ (The restaurant owner)

When asked by the host, please read out your character profile below.

Hello everyone, I am Ralph Mendez and I am delighted to welcome you to Restauranta Mendez. Many people
did not believe I was capable of making such a successful business and would not back me (look at your father,
Fredrick), but I hope that tonight and the coming weeks will prove that they were wrong to doubt me. I will be
conducting tours around the restaurant later for those who are interested, but for now, please sample the
wonderful food and enjoy yourself.



RALPH'S SECRETS
The following is for your eyes only. Do not reveal it unless asked later in the Question and Answer Round.

Ralph has attempted many business start ups before, but they have always gone wrong within a few months of
trading. Ralph blames it on bad luck and the currant turbulent market, but his father, Fredrick, has simply accused
him of being a poor businessman. Fredrick is fairly wealthy and has always supplied Ralph with the money to start
up his businesses, but after the last failure, Fredrick refused to give him any more. Ralph was also refused a loan by
the bank due to his financial history. In the end, his best friend Zack introduced him to his boss who is also a loan
shark. The loan shark gave Ralph the money to start up the restaurant but is now getting very impatient.

Ralph is behind on payments due to the restaurant being two weeks behind schedule due to survey and paperwork
errors with the council. Ralph has assured the loan shark that once the restaurant opens, he will easily make the
payments. He is secretly afraid as he knows of the loan sharks violent reputation.

Because of the falling out with his father over the money, Ralph hired Marsha’s father, Andrew, to do quite a lot of
the maintenance work at the restaurant before it opened. Fredrick saw this as a personal insult and had a massive
argument with Andrew over it.

Ralph has also chosen to employ Andrew as the new head waiter. For a time, up until a year ago, Ralph used to work
with Andrew at a top restaurant in London, however Ralph had ambitions to take over Andrew’s role and become
Head Waiter. He started rumours of blackmail and threats and even spiked some of the food and drink that Andrew
served so that he would get sacked. In public Ralph stood up for Andrew whilst in private, he was getting closer to
taking over his job. Unfortunately for Ralph, his employer was close to discovering the truth so Ralph quit before he
was caught. When Ralph needed a head waiter for his restaurant, he felt compelled by guilt and the realisation of
what he had done, to hire Andrew.

Closer to home, Ralph has been having an affair with his sister in law, Vicky, for the last six months. They were
introduced at a recent family gathering and there was a spark between them straight away. His relationship with
Marsha was quite strained at the time and he was suffering another bout of depression after his latest failed business
attempt. He saw Vicky as a way to let out his frustrations. He still sees the affair as a short term arrangement and
plans on calling it off very soon, now that his business and marriage are back on track. He has a slight problem
though. Frank, one of the waiters claims to have seen him and Vicky together in the managers office and is now
blackmailing him for every penny he can.

Ralph hates blackmailers but is aware that Frank carries a gun and quite often keeps it in the kitchen at the
restaurant, so Ralph is unwilling to challenge him. He is also unwilling to challenge Frank in another area. Ralph
recently found out that Paul the chef used to be a woman called Paula and had a sex change operation when he was
21. He told Frank and Andrew the gossip and Frank has been making Paul’s life a misery ever since.

Ralph is very proud of his daughter, Chloe. Ralph and Marsha always stopped her from going out with friends and
instead, encouraged her to study and read. She has grown up to be a model daughter in their eyes, never having
any problems with dating, drinking, drugs or smoking. She also did really well in her last set of school exams,
getting straight A’s, that Ralph brought her a new computer with Internet access as a reward.

YOUR CHARACTERS PERSONALITY
The following is a guide to how your character should act on the night. Do not read this out to other guests.

Very confident and sure of himself, unless his previous failures are discussed.

Likes to be the centre of attention

Friendly to everyone, but easily gets annoyed with his father after their falling out.

Wants to make sure everyone is having a good time so they will come back as paying customers.

You are so happy to have finally made a successful business and take every opportunity to make sarcastic comments
to your father, Fredrick who did not believe you had it in you. You are very nosey. If anyone complains about your
restaurant in any way, you get extremely unhappy with them. Similarly, if someone accuses you of murder, you get
into an argument with them and try and point out the flaws in their accusations.

YOUR COSTUME SUGESTIONS -

Very smart outfit, e.g. black shoes, black trousers smart shirt and tie.

YOUR SECRET TASK

As well as discovering the identity of the murderer, you have a secret task to try and complete throughout the night.
It will not help lead to the identity of the murderer but it will add a bit more fun and intrigue to the night. You must
not reveal your secret task to the other guests until the end of the night when asked to by the host. It is entirely up
to you how you go about completing the task but you should work within your characters personality. You should try
to be subtle and should try to add it in to the conversation somewhere.

Your Secret Task for tonight is - Trying to get people to try weird food.

Take any normal food from your buffet and tell guests you have exotic foods for them to try. You should make up
any name you like, e.g. fox bladder rolls, and persuade guests to eat the food. You can do the same with the drinks.



CONVERSATION STARTERS -

When mingling at the beginning of the night, talk to others and start up conversations based on the statements
below. You must elaborate on the statements as you feel appropriate for your character. All conversation
starters must be read in front of at least two other people. Remember that as well as talking, you must listen.
Eavesdropping is definitely permitted and you can ask people what conversations they have heard from other
guests. You can repeat conversation starters any number of times that you wish, so once you have read out all
of yours, you can still go and mingle with other guests. Remember, mingling is about getting to know the other
characters and their personalities and also finding out key information that you can use in later rounds.

1. I am not supposed to tell anyone this, but it sounds like Zack will be leaving soon. He hasn't told me
the details yet, but apparently he has become fed up with his life here and wants to escape to another
part of the country. It all sounds dodgy to me and I wouldn't be surprised if he is trying to ditch Ruth. I
feel sorry for Elliot if that is his plan and hope he keeps in touch. I wonder if he has been able to find a
new job where ever he is moving to?

2. Have you heard Ruth’s latest scheme? She wants to start her own beauty salon so that she can
continue this petit competition with Vicky. They are always trying to out do each other in beauty and
fashion. Knowing Ruth, she would end up using all the products on herself! I feel sorry for poor Zack,
but I suppose if Ruth is out the way all day at a beauty salon, Zack will have a bit of time to himself!

3. I was a bit worried about hiring Paul, after all, the last place he worked at, a small café, was closed
down by the health inspectors for poor hygiene in the kitchen. Many people wondered why I gave him
the job here, but the truth is, he is an excellent cook and his wages are very low! He knows I will be
keeping a very close eye on him as well. Would you have employed him?

4. I am not sure about this guy Frank. Apparently both Vicky and Chloe know him and Chloe told me he
has had a lot of experience waiting tables before. He has been here for a few nights now and if I didn’t
know better, I would say he doesn't have a clue what he is doing. He seems rather lazy. Still, if Chloe
says he is good, I trust her. I guess we will find out how good he really is on opening night tomorrow.

5. Jules bible bashing does get a bit much for most people. That is why I have never liked going around
with Marsha for her family gatherings as I know we will be subjected to a whole night of who has
committed which sin and what penance they are going to have to pay. She thinks that every bad thing
that happens to a person is a result of God punishing them for a wrong doing. I really can’t work out
what I ever did wrong to have so many failed businesses!

6. I was reluctant to get Chloe a computer with Internet access. You know, you hear all sorts of stories
about kids getting chatted up on line by old men but Chloe is not a kid anymore and we did promise her
a reward for her excellent exam results. Chloe is a clever young lady but she lacks life experience so
hopefully she can use the Internet to learn more about the world she lives in.

7. I am so proud of this restaurant. I am sure you noticed when you drove up tonight that we are even
offering valet parking. Some people have expressed concern over letting strangers move their car or
have their car keys but I am sure the paying public will love the idea. Besides, the keys are all quite
safe. Only restaurant employees know where they are kept.

QUESTION AND ANSWER ROUND

After being told of the murder you will mingle again. It is now up to you to approach the guests who you suspect
may know something and try to coax the information from them. Remember to stick to your characters personality
at all times. As a confident man who is sure of himself, you go around demanding answers and trying to pressurise
people into giving you what you want. You can be quite stubborn but will get annoyed or angry quite easily if people
are not cooperating with you. You must be careful though as some other guests may not like being questioned over
a murder! All guests must reveal any information that appears in their characters “secrets” paragraph but it is their
choice as to whether they reveal any other information that they have discovered during their own investigations. If
you suspect that someone knows something and is not telling, you can try and bribe, blackmail or threaten people to
give you what you want. You can even threaten to throw them out of your restaurant! If someone asks you a
question and you are forced to answer, you can similarly bribe, blackmail or threaten them to keep the answer secret
from other guests. So if Christina asks you if you have been having an affair with Vicky, you must tell her the truth
but then you may try bribing her so that she doesn’t tell your secret to anyone else. Remember that not everyone
can be trusted though! If you are asked a question that does not appear in your characters “secrets” paragraph, you
are free to make up any response you like, as long as it does not contradict any of your other statements. During this
round, remember who your friends are as you will want to help them but hinder those who have been unkind to you!
The only question you are allowed to lie to will be — Are you the murderer. If you are asked where you were during
the night, you must admit that you were downstairs for the first part of the night but then went to the first floor bar
with Fredrick, Andrew and Jules at about 10pm. Vicky joined you at about 11pm and soon left with Andrew, Fredrick
left at about 11.15pm and Jules at about 11.30pm. After that, you went to do some work in your office on the top
floor. Marsha came to see you in your office at about 11.45pm and after she left, Zack came in and spoke to you for
a while until you were told about the murder and the police had arrived.




MENDEZ FAMILY TREE

. . L Andrew Fletcher
Fredrick Mendez Christina Mendez  Jules Fletcher (Head Waiter)

‘ Married ‘ ‘ Married

Son Daughter Daughter

Ruth Childs Zack Childs Ralph Mendez Marsha Mendez Victoria Fletcher

‘ . ‘ Friends Sisters
Married Married

Son Daughter

Elliot Childs Chloe Mendez

Employee Employee
Paul Cook (the head Chef) Frank Lee (The waiter)




